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andIts Disorders, by Dr. David W. Smith, which represents Volume XV in the W.B.
Saunders Co. Series "Major Problems in Clinical Pediatrics."
MYRON GENEL
Department of Pediatrics
Yale University School of Medicine
OUTCOME OF SEVERE DAMAGE TO THE CENTRAL NERVOUS SYSTEM. Ciba Foundation
Symposium 34. New York, American Elsevier, 1976. 354 pp. No price given.
The present volume incorporates the papers delivered and the subsequent discus-
sion generated at a Ciba Foundation Symposium having to do with the results of
non-traumatic and traumatic injuries to the central nervous system. The symposium
was held in London in November of 1974. Its format reflects largely the interest ofthe
symposium's chairman, Dr. Fred Plum of New York, and one of its main partici-
pants, Professor Bryan Jennett of Glasgow. Both ofthese men have made outstand-
ing contributions in areas included in the symposium..
Subjects covered range from the prediction of outcome shortly after injury to an
assessment ofthe psychological sequelae oftrauma. The point is effectively made that
it is now possible to establish with reasonable certainty early in a patient's course
whether significant functional recovery is likely to occur or not. Bydoing so unneces-
sary treatment and its consequent expense may be avoided. The symposium is at its
nadir when explanations for what has occurred at a subcellular and a molecular level
are sought. It is readily apparent from what is presented that much work is needed on
mechanisms of recovery.
The symposium provides an excellent perspective for those dealing with patients
who have sustained injuries to the central nervous system. As such, it should be
available in medical school and hospital libraries. The specialist seeking specific
information will be more likely to turn to his own journals.
As with all Elsevier publications the volume is handsomely packaged.
FRANKLIN C. WAGNER, JR.
Section of Neurological Surgery
Yale University School of Medicine
MODERN CONCEPTS OF CEREBROVASCULAR DISEASE. Edited by John Stirling Meyer.
New York, Halsted Press, 1975. 181 pp. $18.50.
This text should appeal to the clinician who wants a concise, readable account of
current thinking about the various cerebrovascular disorders. Since there is a relevant
bibliography for each chapter, this volume also serves as a guide to more detailed
reading in a particular area of interest. The contributors are leaders in the field and
their topics include: anatomy, pathology, clinical tests, natural history of transient
ischemic attacks and stroke, cerebral blood flow studies, metabolism, dementia,
epidemiology, risk factors, and treatment. There is a tendency for duplication of
some material by different authors, but this is not objectionable.
The practical orientation of this book should be of help to the general physician
who must from time to time participate in the management of any of these illnesses.
However, in most areas the text material does not have sufficient depth ofcoverage to
deal with the more technical and specialized questions involved in particular case
management.
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